
A Publication of the Paralyzed Veterans of America - Mountain States Chapter  

MMMOUNTAINOUNTAINOUNTAIN   SSSTATESTATESTATES   NNNEWSEWSEWS   

Volume 55  Issue 1  FALL 2009  

FYüFYü0909  Annual Awards BanquetAnnual Awards Banquet  
The Annual Awards and Sponsorship Appreciation Banquet was held on Friday, October 2, 2009 

at the Marriot Park Meadows located in Littleton, Colorado.  This yearôs event was a huge success, with 

145 in attendance.  Members, sponsors and guests participated in the eveningôs festivities as MSCPVA 

celebrated the ñYear of the Gamesò, which included music by Victor Towle, a óYear in Reviewô video, 

and Mrs. Amanda S. Eckman providing the key note speech.  President Jim Sack served as the Master 

of Ceremonies and Mr. Tom Wheaton, provided the invocation and presented the POW/MIA ceremony.  

This year MSCPVA was honored to welcome FY ó09ôs Legislator of the Year, the Honorable Ed      

Perlmutter!  If you recall, this award was established to recognize a local legislator for their continued 

leadership and support of Americaôs paralyzed veterans.  Congressman Perlmutter was instrumental in 

securing the Fitzsimons Project and continues to advocate for our veterans in the Rocky Mountain re-

gion.  

We would like to especially thank the following volunteers:  Krystal McGee, Alyx Moya, Nadine 

Zaragoza and Gabriella Hernandez who assisted with guest registration and NVWG memorabilia sales.  

Their  assistance was greatly appreciated by MSCPVA.  

 

MSCPVAõs Annual Awards for fiscal year 2009  were presented to: 

 

Legislator of the Year: Congressman Ed Perlmutter 

Presidentõs Award:    Action Donation Services, LLC  

Corporate Patriot Award :  The Colorado Trust  

VA Service Award:   Mrs. Patti Brennenman  

Sports Award:    Mr. David Wolf 

Volunteer of the Year  Award:   Mrs. Flo Parmelee  

Lifetime Achievement Award:   Mr. Ron Parmelee (posthumously)   

 

A special thanks to all our sponsors, contributors and volunteers that  participated and                            

supported MSCPVA in 2009.  

We could not do all that we do with out your continued dedication to our mission.                                                            
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Disclaimer 

The Mountain States Chapter is one of 34 member chapters of the Paralyzed Veterans of America, a congressionally 

charted veterans service non-profit organization. MSCPVA has been assisting veterans with spinal cord injuries or 

spinal cord diseases, including multiple sclerosis,  since 1955.   

The Mountain States News is published quarterly by MSCPVA.  It is  designed to inform our members and other 

interested parties on veterans issues, legislation, and other matters deemed to be relevant to the disabled community. 

The contents of this publication do not  necessarily reflect the views or policies of Mountain States Chapter and no 

endorsement or approval of the advertisements enclosed should be implied.    
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Submitted by James W. Sack, President  

On Saturday September 30, 2009 Mountain States closed FY 09.  Itôs amazing how fast this 

year passed.  I wish to applaud the chapter office staff for preparing our end of year Annual 

Awards Banquet.  We had an excellent turnout.  

By now, most of you are aware of the results from the national PVA elections held in Miami. 

For those who missed the results: President - Gene Crayton; Senior Vice President -William 

Lawson; Vice Presidentôs - Al Kovach, John Jackson, Rick Glotfelty and Laura Ellington; 

Secretary - Frank Rigo; and Treasurer - Mr. Craig Enenbach.  Mountain States Chapter, 

through the accomplishments of our administration and Mrs. Laura Holman, received the 

first óOutstanding Achievement Award for Government Relationsô by a chapter.  The        

National BODôs continue to be unable to pass the óone chapter - one voteô resolution, óterm limits for national presidentô 

and ówithdrawal from the NASCAR investmentô resolutions.  

Recently several members elected to the MSCPVA Board have resigned for personal reasons. I wish to thank Mr.     

Richard  Hoover and Mr. Mark Drake for serving as elected officials.  They will be greatly missed.  

I applaud newly elected National President Crayton's article, published in the October 2009 PN magazine. I urge all who 

receive the PN magazine to read both Mr. Craytonôs and Mr. Hooverôs editorial. Mr. Craytonôs article addresses a ques-

tion often received by many chapters.  ñWhat is PVA doing for me?ò I can only speak to what our chapter has done for 

our members. MSCPVA has, over the past few years, supported a bowling league in Colorado Springs, initiated a poker 

league and created a bowling and pool tournament held each year in Colorado Springs. We have created a Christmas 

event at the Fitzsimmons Nursing home, supported a Christmas party held at the Air Force Academy Officerôs Club, 

sponsored an óevening outô event reimbursed by the chapter, provided an educational tuition for members wanting to 

take a class, prints a quarterly newsletter, and much more.  All this is done at no cost to our membership.  Now the ques-

tion is: ñwhat have you done for the chapter?ò  Have you created an event in your area which helps our members or ex-

pands the goals of PVA?  Have you volunteered at a local nursing home, hospital, or at one of our events?  Have you 

offered to set up a speaking event at a local school expounding on PVAôs programs; or, man a booth during PVA Aware-

ness Week ð also known as PAW!  You can volunteer in any of the mountain states.  There are so many things that are 

possible if you want to help. Call me, give me your ideas, if your idea requires financial assistance I will be happy to pre-

sent it to the board for consideration. 

Mr. Hooverôs article alludes to the fact that our healthcare delivery system is set up to deal with acute problems and 

those that have a foreseeable resolution.  However, the issue of long-term care in facilities tailored to our unique needs 

is severely lacking.  I believe now is the time for the membership of Paralyzed Veteranôs of America to contact their local 

chapter, write their national president or any member of the existing executive committee demanding our leadership 

make this a top priority! 

We have closed our FY ô09 books and are preparing for our annual audit. As we prepare for this, it is important that the 

membership realize that MSCPVA must manage the money we receive from donations, grants and external contribu-

tions wisely and frugally.  Moreover, we must be ever mindful of administering our finances efficiently to ensure our    

financial survival in these current tough times. During our last BOD meeting, we discussed the manner in which we fund 

MSCPVA sponsored events and members to attend them. I will be addressing this issue with the General Membership at 

our next GM meeting in November, followed by a mailing to clarify the BODôs determination. I welcome your response. 

If I can be of any help or you have any issues you would like me or our national office to address, please contact me at     

303-597-0038; e-mail me at: jsack@mscpva.org or, write to me at the chapter office.  

 

I remain in your service, 

 
James W. Sack 
President / National Director 
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