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Construction and design plans continue to move forward as the team focuses on 
staying on track and on budget. Discussions about the design of interior space are 
common with concerns about cost and durability both of importance. Moving into 
the construction phase of development takes patience and precision because 
carelessness could lead to costly remodeling. With the construction design 
documents due to be finalized in autumn, there are numerous slight modifications 
that will be discussed to accommodate the concerns involving such a large scale 
project. The Mountain States Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America as well as 
the architectural team from PVA National will continue to closely monitor the 
ongoing development of the SCI / D Center.  
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• MSCPVA laudes the Hiring Heroes Act of 
2011. Senate bill S.951 and the companion 
House bill H.R. 1941 were introduced in May in 
an effort to reduce unemployment for our 
service men and women. The Act amends the 
Wounded Warriors Act to extend the time 
available for those in the Armed Forces with 
severe injuries or illnesses to access 
rehabilitative services and vocational services. 
MSCPVA would like to thank Senator Jon 
Tester from Montana and Senator Michael 
Bennet from Colorado for supporting the Act.  

• MSCPVA supports the passage of S. 490 which 
would increase the age under which 
CHAMPVA beneficiaries’ children would be 
eligible to receive medical care. The age would 
be increased to 26 for eligible children. Since 
the Affordable Care Act was passed, 
CHAMPVA is the only medical coverage that 
doesn’t provide insurance for children up to the 
age 26.  

 

Defense Authorization and 
Appropriations Process 

• Appropriations for the VA health care system 
were awarded in the Full Year Continuing 
Appropriations Act for FY 2011. Appropriations 
are awarded for the VA health care system a year 
in advance assuring that veterans will receive  
care through FY 2012.  

• The defense authorization and appropriation bills 
which award the VA health care system funding 
for FY 2013 are still in flux. However, the House 
Committee on Appropriations passed H.R. 2055 
which awards funding at levels consistent with 
recommendations from the Administration’s 
budget request.  

• Of concern to PVA regarding H.R. 2055 is the 
lack of funding allocated to Medical and 
Prosthetic Research. Medical Research is 
essential for veterans where quality of life is 
concerned, especially for those who have severe 
injuries. 

• Also of concern is the lack of funding for minor 
and major construction. minor and major 
construction projects assure the VA is able to 
meet the healthcare needs of veterans by 
maintaining up-to-date facilities.   
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Multiple Sclerosis (MS) is a disease where the 
immune system attacks myelin, which covers the 
brain and spinal cord and protects nerve fibers. 
The cause of the immune system's attack on 
myelin is still not understood by the medical 
community. However, there are numerous theories 
and investigations under way to determine the 
cause or causes of MS. Theories involve a wide 
range of possible contributing factors such as 
environment, genetics, and exposure to viruses. 
There are numerous studies that point to  
environmental toxins playing a role in the 
development of MS. Two cases where 
environmental toxins are considered to be possible 
causes of MS involve exposure from a zinc 
smelter plant in Illinois, and air and soil 
contaminated with lead, arsenic, zinc, and 
cadmium in Texas. Yet, confirming that 
environmental toxins cause MS can be daunting 
because studies that investigate environmental 
toxins usually involve researching clusters of 
people with MS. The cluster studies point to 
unusually high numbers of people with the disease 
in one geographic area. However, studying 
clusters of people with higher than average rates 
of MS is challenging  because there is no central 
registry where all MS cases are recorded. The lack 
of a central registry makes it difficult to identify 
and monitor clusters of people and reach 
consensus on what environmental factors may or 
may not contribute to the development of MS.  
 

Retrieved on 5/17/11 from: http://
www.nationalmssociety.org/about-multiple-sclerosis/what-
we-know-about-ms/who-gets-ms/clusters/index.aspx    

Exploring the Causes 
of MS 

The Mountain States Chapter PVA would like to 
announce a new feature of the Advocacy Bulletin. 
Each subsequent issue of the Advocacy Bulletin 
will highlight one or two organizations that work 
with veteran or disability communities. The 
Highlight will include a profile of the 
organization, news relating to the organization, 
and information about how to get involved. The 
next Advocacy Bulletin will highlight The Rocky 
Mountain MS Center. Look for the next Bulletin 
at the end of August to learn more about the great 
work of the Rocky Mountain MS Center.  

Announcing a New Feature of 
the Advocacy Bulletin  
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Advocacy Bulletin  
The Mountain States Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America (MSCPVA) is one of 

34 chapters of Paralyzed Veterans of America and serves 700 members in the Rocky 
Mountain region of Colorado, Montana, Wyoming, and Utah 
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